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Jason Hefner, Editor 
229 East State St 
Etna Green, IN 46524 



We’re on the Web!  See us at: www.MichianaGMS.org 
 
The purpose of the Michiana Gem & Mineral Society 
is to promote the study and enjoyment of the earth 
sciences and the lapidary arts, and to share lapidary 
knowledge and techniques.  General meetings are 
usually held the fourth Sunday of each month at   
2:00 p.m. at, 
 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
805 S. 29th St.,  
South Bend, IN. 
Please see the map to the right. 
 
Doors usually open at 1:30 for meet & greet time. 
 
Regular meeting exceptions include May (third 
Sunday), July (Club Picnic), August (Club Show)   
and the November/December meeting and Christmas 
party.  
 
Board meetings are held before the monthly 
meetings.   The annual club show is in late August. 
 

 

DUES 
Yearly Membership Dues are payable by    
December 15th of each year.  Please choose type     
of membership below. 
 
    Individual $15.00     Family $20.00 
    Junior $1.00     Subscriber $7.50 
 
Please indicate areas of special interest. 
    General Geology          Gems & Minerals 
     Fossils                         Micro mounts 
    Crystals                        Field Trips 
    Cabochons                   Faceting 
    Carving                         Beads 
    Jewelry Making 
 
Name(s)                    
Street       
City, ST, Zip      
Phone(s)       
Email       
 
Please send your dues and the bottom half of this 
form to: 
 

Please read and sign this section 
 
With my signature I hereby release the Michiana 
Gem and Mineral Society, Inc., and its individual 
members and the owners of any premises upon 
which I enter under permit granted to the society, 
absolutely free of any liability whatsoever, to my 
person or property, and further I will respect the 
equipment and property of the aforesaid owners. 
 
Signed      Date   
Signed      Date   
 
Family Information: 
 
Name:       Birthday:   
Name:       Birthday:   
Name:       Birthday:   
Name:       Birthday:   
Name:        Birthday:   
 
Michiana Gem & Mineral Society 
c/o Nancy Foreman 
58456 Kimberly Ct. 
South Bend, IN 46619 
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The purpose of the Michiana Gem & 
Mineral Society is to promote the study and 
enjoyment of the earth sciences and the 
lapidary arts, and to share lapidary 
knowledge and techniques.   
 
Michiana Gem and Mineral Society 
www.MichianaGMS.org, is a not-for-
profit organization affiliated with the 
Midwest Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies http://www.amfed.org/mwf/ and 
with the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies www.amfed.org 
 
The Rockfinder is usually published 
monthly except July and August. 
   
Please note that all items for a given issue 
of the Rockfinder are due to the Editor no 
later than the 5th day of the previous 
month. This means that the due date for 
the March Issue will be February 5th. 
Advance items are appreciated.  Material 
may be e-mailed to 
hefner_family@hotmail.com  or submitted via 
the U.S. Mail. 
 
Editor:  
Jason Hefner 
229 East State St 
Etna Green, IN 46524 
 
Permission is hereby granted to reprint any 
original Rockfinder articles as long as 
recognition is given along with the reprint. 
 
REMEMBER – Items in The 
Rockfinder that are BLUE & 
UNDERLINED are links to the 
internet or email addresses.  Just 
click on them for more information. 

  

Paulding County Community Fossil Park 
 by Jason Hefner, Editor 
On Saturday April 6, 2019 a few (three to be exact) club members 
made the drive to the Paulding County Community Fossil Park.  It 
turned out to be a beautiful sunny day, even though it started out 
cloudy and cold.   

 
Continued next page 

Up & Coming  
 
Next Meeting: April 28, 2019.   
Doors open at 1:30. Meeting starts at 2:00. 
 
Place:      Program:  
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church            DVD 
(29th & Wall)                                              
South Bend, IN. (This is in River Park)  

 
Host & Hostesses:  
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Board of Directors 
 

President: Bill Foreman  
574-233-9178  
 

Vice-President: Randy Hill    
269-465-5814 
 

Secretary Rachel Sutton  
 
 

Treasurer: Diane Gram  
574-588-2665 
 

Liaison: Bob Bell 
574-233-7352 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 

Displays: Mike Skoczylas 
574-251-0255 
 

Editor: Jason Hefner  
574-858-9837 
 

Educational: Jesse Zeiger  
574-259-5944 
 

Facebook: Danielle Wilborn  
574-344-3385 
 

Field Trips:  
 
 

Historian: Jim Daly  
 
 

Hospitality:  
Linda Miller 574-291-5027 
Marsha Miller 574-498-6513 
 

Juniors: Trista McIntosh 
574-780-1162 
 

Librarian: Mel Glick 
  
 

Membership: Nancy Foreman               
574-233-9178 
 

Programs: Kathy Miller (Interim)  
574-291-0332 
 

Publicity: Josh Klosinski  
 
 

Safety: Julie Wieger 574-291-2597 
Jennifer Hefner 574-858-9837 
 

Show Chair: 
 

Sunshine: Annette Freel 574-293-8193, 
Sherry Kobie  574-522-0189 
 

Webmaster: Joe Perry 574-295-9050 

Fossils 

 
When we arrived there was 1 car in the parking area.  Within 30 
minutes there were a dozen other vehicles and 20+ people 
wandering across the rocks!.   Turns out the Fort Wayne rock club 
was on a field trip. 
 

 
 
The picture above does not do it justice, but you cannot step on a 
rock without finding a fossil.  While very few trilobites were found we 
collected lots of horn coral, bivalves, and lots of critters we could not 
identify! 
 
 
 
 



 

The Rockfinder April 2019     Page 3 of 3 
 

 
   

MWF News  May 2019 - Issue No. 582 by Kevin Ponzio, MWF 
President 

 
 
Purpose of the AFMS 
 
To promote popular interest and 
education in the various Earth 
Sciences, and in particular the 
subjects of Geology, Mineralogy, 
Paleontology, Lapidary and other 
related subjects, and to sponsor 
and provide means of 
coordinating the work and efforts 
of all persons and groups 
interested therein; to sponsor and 
encourage the formation and 
international development of 
Societies and Regional 
Federations and by and through 
such means to strive toward 
greater international good will 
and fellowship. 
www.amfed.org 
 
 
 

 
Purpose of the MWF 

  
To promote interest and 
education in geology, mineralogy, 
paleontology, archaeology and 
lapidary, and to sponsor and 
provide means of coordinating 
the work and efforts of groups 
interested in these fields. 
www.amfed.org/mwf 

 
Hello Everyone! What can I say except, Bravo! The Cedar Valley Rocks 
& Minerals Society both presented a wonderful show and made all of us in 
the MWF and AFMS feel at home! I would love to share this praise with 
every club in the MWF. Your club CAN do it! We would enjoy helping you. 
There are many future years to choose from. Plus, you’ll have years to plan. 
I know many of you are rushing to send an entry on your computer or racing 
to the post office to mail your request. Awesome! 
 
A warm welcome to Catherine Clevenz, our new Environment and 
Legislation Committee chair.  This is such an important committee for all of 
us. Help her any chance you get. I know you’ll be thinking of her every time 
you’re on a field trip. Please remember, when contacting your legislators, to 
refer to yourself and your group as “recreational rockhounds.” It’s always a 
fine line with the laws. Save our collecting lands. 
 
Keith Peregrine stepped up, at the convention, as assistant for the 
Credentials Committee. He performed as though he’d been doing it for 
years! Welcome aboard! J.C. Moore is moving into the chairmanship of the 
Uniform Rules Committee. I’m sure he’ll do a stellar job, as he does with 
everything else.  
 
Hmm? What’s going on here? Wait for it . . . Yes! There are still positions 
available. The Endowment, Club Rockhound of the Year and the Bulletin 
Editors’ Aids committees chair positions are open. And, with the BEAC, you 
get help for the first year. What could be easier? Don’t answer that. 
Remember that, as chair, you get to add/name as many assistants as you 
like. Sounds like a party to me!  
 
One of the heart-warming moments of the convention was when we honored 
Barbara Sky with an Honorary Membership. Thank you, Barbara, for your 
continuous service to our hobby!  
 
Congratulations to all this year’s award winners! You worked hard and 
succeeded. One of my favorite jobs as president is signing awards. If 
everyone tries next time, you could cause me to get numbing hand cramps 
signing awards. Let’s do it!  
 
I’m pleased to report that, as I requested in the February issue, no one 
brought a regifted fruitcake for any of our committee chairs. But there were 
so many more activities at the convention, it would take two newsletters. I 
guess you had to be there. Cheer up, you can plan to be at the next one! 
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