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Regular meetings
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. August— Annual club picnic
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OH, THOSE EDITOR'S BLUES

REGULAR MEETING via Scribe and Beehive Buzzer 11/89
SUNDAY, MAY 26, 1991 I'd Tike to write a story of the big
geode you found,
TV " DOORS OPEN 1:30 And the friendly campsites and stories
MEETING 2:00 that abound,

Of your trips to far off places and the
famous folks you've met

But all there is to fill these Pages is
the news I didn't get.

PLACE: WESTMINISTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1501 W. CLEVELAND ROAD
WEST OF THE ST. JOSEPH RIVER

SOUTH BEND, IN What's new at the o1 diggins? Does
that pglish really shine?
PROGRAM: RANCHO LE BREA TAR PITS Have you tried a new location? Have you
SLIDE PROGRAM visited the mines?
I'm not after your gold nuggets, as I
HOSPITALITY: ~  MARIAN FIEGE My h 5321?' et the blues. o
JANET LANDATO i =i goeding printer's ink as 1
PAM RUBENSTEIN g _°1'T;°"‘; "1"5-
via The Ro Read
SRR T P T LT o et SO,

COMING EVENTS

PERU, IN June 8 & 9 SEE MARGARET'S COLUMN
4-H Fairgrounds

TRAVERSE CITY, MI June 22 & 23
Northwestern Mich. College

NEW MEMBER: Stanley Jacobs
9307 W. Pahs Rd.
Michigan City, In 46360

EMERALD -~ BIRTHSTONE FOR MAY

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL WHO HAVE
BIRTHDAYS IN MAY AND
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
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MARGARET'S COLUMN

~ Happy Memorial Day:

Have. a nice time, enjoy your family and if
.you can, visit the Chicagoland show, either
Saturday or Monday. But come to our meet-
ing on Sunday May 26th.

I have made arrangements for a June field
trip, The Michiana Society members have
been invited to visit the ITC Corp in Shelby,
MI on June 2. This company manufactures
CZs.

We will have to car pool, so if you plan
on-going, take someone with you and let

" them share the gas. It is about 25 miles
north of Muskegon. The route is 31 north,
to the Shelby exit, turn right for 3 mile,
left at the sign for the plant., The road
is 'curvy' for about 1 mile to the next
sign for the plant, The address is 1330
Industrial Dr., Shelby MI. The ride will
be about 150 miles and should take about 3
hours from South Bend. We should be there
by 11 oclock their time (10 our time), so
plan on leaving early enough so you won't
have to rush., The owner and his wife are
planning to be.our hosts, show us the plant,
the sales room and ‘will take us on a tour
of the area where the rough CZs are stored.
I am looking forward to this trip, and I am
sure you will enjoy it.

But I must know how many plan on going, as
I told Mrs. Kelly I would hope to have 20
there. It has been a long time since we
have done anything like this, so please
plan on going. I am going to contact some
other clubs in the area to see if they
would like to join us.

I was able to get some more material, and
I will have some cut out for those who
ordered them, I will try to .have more for
others that want the vests,

The raffle tickets are ready for you to
start selling them, s0 please pick some up
at the meeting. I was offered a double
stran of pearls for the sale, this will not -

be on the ticket, among other .items offered '

~to me. We have a busy 2 or 3 monts ahead
of us getting all the loose ends tied up.

See you at the meeting. The program is
a good one...the Tar Pits in California.

page 2

CRINOIDS were flower-like animals that
lived in the prehistoric seas. They
were scavengers with voracious appet=-i:
ites. . They not only ate the bodies. of:
dead organisms, but they attacked and
ate their associates. They lived in
immense "gardens" and geologists believe
that this appetite is the reason why
most crinoidal limestones are practic-
ally devoid of any other fossils.
Discovery via The Glacial Drifter
(Ks & Mi.)

2 43

To clean quartz or amethyst
crystals, cover with fresh
vinegar and allow to stand
overnight to remove carbonates
such as calcités, barite and
lime. Repeat if necessary._'
Wash well; place in washing type
of ammonia for 8 to 12 hours,
Boiling these crystals in rhu-
bard stalks (a powerful source
of oxalic acid) in a pyrex dish
will achieve the same results,
Water or a solution of baking or
washing sodas will neutralize the
acid.

(from many bulletins

via "“GEM’N’I" 4/91)

Editor’s note: 'Barite is not '~
a carbonate, but is a sulphate.
‘According to "Gemstone & Min-
‘eral Data Book' by John Sinkan-
'kasg, barite'is attacked only :
by concentrated sulfuric dcid;
‘It can be cleaned with other
acids and woilld not be affected-
by vinegar, ..

We plan to try cleaning our re-
cently acquired chalcedony
roses by this method as soon as
we get enough rhubarb from the,
garden, We’ll report when the
results are in,
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_~MINUTES OF ‘THE "APRIL:1991 MEETING

President .Heinek opened the meeting

at 2:00 PM at the Westminister Ch. Crull or Margaret for tickets to the -

meals.

A motion by Addie Niebauer to accept
the minutes of the Mar. meeting, as
printed in the ROCKFINDER, seconed
by Bob Miller, passed.

Ed Miller will be delegate for the club
and Pam Rubenstein dlternate, at the MWF
Delegates meeting.

May 11th the Midwest Faceters will hold
a meeting at the Wildwood in Michigan
City. Margaret asked anyone if they
wanted to attend the dinner and meeting
to contact her for details.

No Treasurer's report was given.

Margaret displayed a clipping of
Father Calhoun and his fenceing

class in Calif,. He sent his re-
gards. Bill Crull was wished a happy birthday. .
A letter from lapidary Journal with

the information that the August Con-
vention will be listed in the April

Buyer's Guide, was read.

The club insurance has been taken care
of, and we have a new agency, Allied Ins.
Agency.

Joyce lLarson was thanked for the good
job she is doing with the ROCKFINDER and
especially with the Juniors page.

_Mary Miller reported her mother was
back in the hispital and then will
be in the nursing home for a while.

Our thoughts are with Mary. Phyllis Smallwood donated a new book to

the library. She also gave several agate
slices to be used at the show on the
silent auction. Thanks Phyllis.

All show packets wére sent, and re-
ports are back that tley have .been
received. Bob and Margarei ihave
spent a lot of time on them, and a

big thanks go.to them. Bill Crull displayed rocks from the

phosphate mine in Florida where he had
had a special tour. Bob and Kathy
Miller showed slides and pictures taken
on their trip to Switzerldnd = in Mar.

Gifts for the 1991 raffle are be—
ing received, and anyone wanting to-
donate a nice item, contact Margaret.

‘Raffel tickets will be sold at the Vests were cut out for some of the mem—
entrance to the show. Volunteers

are needed, but if you are asked to b?rs,(until Fhe material-ran onis)  Hoxe
wdrk, S, Bay, YES. PLEASE!!! will Pe purchased, and will be cut out
Shirley Toney is handling the non- f9r those who do not have one. We would
coapetitive displays, Ann Cook in 1}ke to see all.me@bers}weérlng them to
Ohio is in ehamaeroE thel Conpeticiae aid our guests in identifying the members.
display. Hostesses were : Ed and Marsha Miller.and

Orders for patches and pins for the Phyllis Smallwood.

members and show, are being ordered.
Please let Margaret know if you are
interested in purchasing them.

Door prizes were awarded to Junior member
Alex Rubenstein:, Jessie Zeiger, Viola
Robinson, Pam Rubenstein .and Margaret

Kathy Miller passeel out pins to all Schultz.

who did not have one from the 1986
show/convention. Kathy urged as
'many as possible to attend the

Please make the following changes in your
directory: Charlotte Erickson, 1709 Bate
; . . Ave, Davis Cal 95616;-Larry Calhoun in
banquet dinner on Sat. night of the in Canogo Park, CA.; Stanley Kyle is KILE
show, We would like to have a good (sorry);.

showing of members. Contact Marie 32 members present. Marie Crull, Sec.
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C'MON KIDS

Next month there will
be 5 states! Is your

State poster looking good? ®
Capital (
i DOG&
Specimen S EE State
Capital
Specimen PR OCEP
State
Capital

Specimen CALT

State

Capital
Specimen UNITEEK
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THE PALEONTOLOGY PRESIDENT

Thomas Jefferson, 3rd president of
the U.S., was a man with many
passions: democracy, education,
freedom, mammoths. Mammoths?
Yes, mammoths' = and other extinct
Ice Age creatures, too.

< B J /1 ;\A‘W An avid amateur paleontologist,
\ ; Jefferson played a major role in
S B founding the young science of paleonto-
logy in the United States. He collected and studied a variety of vertebrate
fossils; it's been said that no other field of natural history was more inter-
esting to him.

Besides studying bones of giant sloth found in a limestone cave in the
Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains, Jefferson studied mammoths, because of their
size, were a great fascination to him. while in his second term as president,
he sent Colonel Clark (of Lewls & Clark fame) on a fossil hunt to the Ohio
River in search of mammoth remains. He was not disappointed.

Colonel Clark shipped great quantities of fossil bones back to Washington.
President Jefferson donated most to museums, but kept a few to display in his
personal cabinet at Monticello. He did not believe that the mammoths and
giant sloths he stuiied were extinct. Rather, he theorized that these creatures
still roamed, undiscovered, somewhere in the great frozen northland - far beyond
the American frontier.

Thomas Jefferson will live forever in the study of paleontology, for
an American mammoth species, Mammuthus Jefferson, was named in his honor.

Via Korn Krib News, 1%91. From a book by Prairie River Press, P. 0. Box 641,
Merrill, Wisconsin 54452. This publication has many books listed such as
FOSSIL, BIRDWATCHING, DINOSAURS, ROCKS & MINERALS, ROCK COLLECTIONG ROCK
QUARRY BOOK, COMETS, ROCKS IN SPACE. Prices from $2.95 to $17.95 for ages

L4 to High School. ’Ageﬂfﬁtmhﬁﬁﬁh

L=

EREMOTHERIUM was a giant ground sloth that lived 1n the middle and southern
part of the United States and South America. Eremotherium was as big as an
elephant. In other ways it looked just like the sloth you see at the zoo
today. It had shaggy fur ani long, curling claws on its feet. Eremotherium
used the claws for digging and pulling tree branches down close to its mouth

to eat leaves.
via THE PICA PICK
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A rare crustacean: by Paul Godollei, club member.

While reading an article about Fauna of the Silica Formation from near
Sylvania , Ohio, in 1969, | read about a facinating group of arthropods _
that had been discovered in the North Quarry of the Medusa Portland Cement
Company in the quarry dumps. Remains of one of the genera, Rhinocaris had
been described in the article , and another named Echinocaris had -

also been described.

| was able to go there in 1970 looking for the trilabite Phacops and other
specimens to fill out my collection of Silica shale fossils that | had
collected on two previous trips there. After obtaining permission at the
cement cormpany office, | headed for the North Quarry. There were cars from
all over the LS. in the parking lot-the word had gotten out.

| stopped at a big pile of bluish shale that had been excavated and dumped
there recently and picked up & large chunk and split it open with my chisel
and rock hammer-imagine my surprise when a perfect specimen of Phacops
was revealed -it was over 3 inches long!

After splitting rocks for a couple of hours longer and finding nothing, |
moved over to a weathered pile of shale near the edge of the water and
picked up several pieces and turned them over-| soon found several pieces of
limestone with traces of thin irredescent film on them that looked like the
elusive arthropod described in the article. Most were so incomplete that
identification of the species would be impossible. Then | found an imprint
vith three lateral spines on it that identified it as the tail of an arthropod .
| collected several other pieces. and wrapped thermn carefully in newspaper.
Further research showed them to be slightly different than Echinocaris or
Rhinocaris-they looked more like Colpocaris in the Shimer and Shrock book-
Index Fossils of North America. The animal had a segmented body that
extended beyond the shield or carapace and ended with three

latersl spines at the tail. It belongs to the Order CERATIOCARINA in the
Subclass ARCHAEOSTACEA of the Class CRUSTACEA.

This is what makes fossil collecting exciting!

Bibliography: 1.Shimer and Shrock’-:Morth American Index Fossils :pp 657-
Plate 279

2. Fossils of the Mid-Continent of North America:;pub by Earth Science,
Downer's Grove, 111.-Fossil Fauna of the Silica Formation by Cecilia E. Dulik
pp. 39-40
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